LETTERS OF GEORGE MEREDITH          5

At Edward Peacock's rooms in London George Meredith
was a frequent visitor, and it was as his guest that he first
met Peacock's sister, Mrs. Mary Ellen Nicolls, widow of
Lieutenant Edward Nicolls, who commanded H.M.S. Dwarf
and was lost at sea with his ship. Mrs. Nicolls was a woman
of considerable beauty, great intelligence, some literary
achievement, and brilliant and irrepressible wit. She had
one child, Edith. George Meredith when he first met her
was but twenty-one years of age; he was very poor, he had
finally cut himself adrift from the law, and it is doubtful
whether he had kept in touch with his family; certainly he
did not look to them for assistance. On August 9, 1849,
Meredith and Mrs. Nicolls were married.

The next few years were spent chiefly on the Continent
at the expense of a small legacy from a Portsmouth relative.
On his return to England, journalism, poetry, the Shaving of
Shagpat and the planning of Richard Feverel occupied his time.
He and his wife had no settled home. For some time they
boarded at The Limes, Weybridge, the house of Mrs.Macirone,
a woman of considerable culture. There they met Frith the
artist, who was also boarding there, and where Meredith made
many of his early literary friends, among them Sir Alexander
and Lady Duff Gordon and their children, who were then
lodging in another cottage hard by, and to whom he was in-
troduced by Tom Taylor. Here too he met R. H. Home.

To R. H. Home.1

TO R.  H.  H. WITH  DAPHNE3

That you will take the meaning of this verse
I know, deep-hearted friend and earnest man,
Poet! and thro' the simple picture see
The winged fancy rising from the flower!

VRichard Henry [or Hengist] Home, 1803-1884, journalist, friend
and correspondent of Mrs. Browning, and author of Orion (1843),
critical essays entitled A New? Spirit of the Age (1844), etc.

2 * Daphne/ first published in Poem*, 1851.eredith's first published poem 'Chillianwallah'
